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The REF preceptorship program introduces the best and brightest 
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possible career path by supporting a mentored one-on-one interaction 
and real-world learning experience focused on rheumatology.

PREcEPTORSHiPS»

ACR REF/Abbott  Medical Student Clinical 
Preceptorship

The purpose of this award is to introduce 
students to the specialty of rheumatology 
by supporti ng a full-ti me clinical experience. 
Students will complete either a four- or eight-
week program during the academic year. 
Students will receive a $1,500 sti pend per 
four-week session. Mentors will receive a $500 
sti pend per four-week session. Students are also 
eligible to receive complimentary registrati on 
as well as reimbursement for up to $1,000 in 
travel expenses to att end the ACR/ARHP Annual 
Scienti fi c Meeti ng.

Funding for this award is made possible through the 
Abbott  Endowment for Rheumatology Development.

ACR REF/Abbott  Medical Student 
Research Preceptorship

The purpose of this award is to introduce students 
to the specialty of rheumatology by supporti ng a 
full-ti me research experience.  The program is an 
eight-week program in which the student receives 
$3,000 and is also eligible to receive complimentary 
registrati on as well as reimbursement for up to 
$1,000 in travel expenses to att end the ACR/ARHP 
Annual Scienti fi c.

Funding for this award is made possible through the 
Abbott  Endowment for Rheumatology Development.

ACR REF/Abbott  Health Professional  
Graduate Student Research Preceptorship

The purpose of this award is to introduce students 
to rheumatology-related health care by supporti ng 
full-ti me research by a graduate student in the broad 
area of rheumati c disease. This is an eight-week 
research program in which students will receive a 
$3,500 sti pend. Preceptors will receive a $1,000 
sti pend and $1,000 to cover related laboratory 
expenses. Students are also eligible to receive 
complimentary registrati on as well as reimbursement 
for up to $1,000 in travel expenses to att end the 
ACR/ARHP Annual Scienti fi c Meeti ng.

Funding for this award is made possible through the 
Abbott  Endowment for Rheumatology Development.

ACR REF/Ephraim P. Engleman Endowed 
Resident Research Preceptorship

The purpose of this preceptorship is to introduce 
residents to the specialty of rheumatology by 
supporti ng a full-ti me research experience, 
with the goal of att racti ng promising physician 
scienti sts to the fi eld of rheumatology. Residents will 
be allowed to serve the three-month preceptorship 
in reasonable porti ons throughout the academic 
year. The applicant must present a budget not to 
exceed $15,000. 

Funding for this award is made possible through an 
endowment from Dr. Ephraim P. Engleman.
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OTHER RESEaRcH aWaRDS»

ACR REF/ASP Career Development in 
Geriatric Medicine Award

The purpose of this award is to support career 
development for physician scienti sts in the early 
stages of their research career. This award will serve 
as a supplement to the Nati onal Insti tute on Aging 
R03 mechanism under the funding announcement 
ti tled Grants for Early Medical and Surgical/
Subspecialists’ Transiti ons to Aging Research. 
Please see the GEMSSTAR announcement for more 
informati on on this program. Recipients receive two 
years of funding at $25,000 per year. 

ACR members who are physician scienti sts with 
a faculty appointment and whose insti tuti on has 
shown a fi rm commitment to support their academic 
career are eligible to apply. 

Funding for this award is made possible in part 
through the fi nancial support of the Associati on 
of Specialty Professors as part of the T. Franklin 
Williams Scholars Program.

ACR REF/AF Career Development Bridge 
Funding Award

The purpose of this award is to provide bridge 
funding for up to one year for promising 
investi gators as they are revising outstanding career 
development awards to the NIH or VA. Through 
this bridge funding award, the REF plans to support 
young faculty members so that they have the highest 
likelihood of achieving success in obtaining longer- 
term funding. 

ACR and ARHP members who are clinician-scienti sts 
with a faculty appointment and whose insti tuti on 
has shown a fi rm commitment to support their 
academic career are eligible to apply. 

Funding for this award is made possible in part 
through the fi nancial support of the Arthriti s 
Foundati on.

William F.C. Rigby, MD

2009 Within Our Reach — 
Translati onal Research Grant
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“ Without such funding and protected 
ti me, I would not have been able to 
as easily pursue the research training 
required to become an independent 
investi gator.”
— Tuhina Neogi, MD, PhD, FRCPC

2008 ACR REF/ASP Junior Career 
Development in Geriatric 
Medicine Award

“ The CSE Award was instrumental in 
providing me the necessary ti me, 
resources, and mentoring opportuniti es 
as a junior faculty member to develop 
a career as a clinician scholar. I att ribute 
my increasing parti cipati on in educati onal 
research acti viti es and peer mentoring, 
both locally and nati onally, to the 
knowledge and experience gained 
from my work funded by the Award.” 
— Kenneth O’Rourke, MD

2002 ACR REF Clinician Scholar 
Educator Award

“ The REF awards have been 
instrumental to moving our research 
program.  Several rheumatology 
fellows in my lab have received REF 
Physician Scienti st Development 
Awards and these awards have 
catapulted their careers forward.” 
— William Robinson, MD, PhD

2007 ACR REF/ASP Junior Career 
Development in Geriatric 
Medicine Award 

2010 Within Our Reach — Innovati ve 
Basic Science Research Grant

“ Without doubt, the support of … the 
ACR REF Health Professional 
Investi gator Awards has allowed me 
to devote my eff orts to the proposed 
work and enhanced the opportunity 
to pursue a R01 grant applicati on for 
a larger study.“  
— Chenchen Wang, MD, MSc

2008 ACR REF Health Professional 
Investi gator Award 

“ I wouldn’t have been hired as a 
faculty member or made tenure 
without this award. It supported 
my post-doctoral fellowship and 
launched my research agenda.” 
— Dina L. Jones, PT, PhD

2003 ACR REF Health Professional 
Investi gator Award  “ The ACR REF has been invaluable 

throughout my academic career.  
It has opened doors that not only 
propelled my career but allowed me 
to remain passionate about research.  
I can truly say I love my job as a 
physician scienti st!” 
— Elaine Husni, MD, MPH

2003 ACR REF Physician Scienti st 
Development Award

2008 ACR REF Clinical Investi gaor 
Fellowship Award

2009 ACR REF/Abbott  Medical Student 
Clinical Preceptorship Award 

2011 ACR REF/Abbott  Medical Student 
Research Preceptorship

“ The ACR REF Clinician Scholar 
Educator Award has been extremely 
important in my own career 
development, and I believe it is an 
important factor in the ongoing 
development of the university culture 
in the new millennium.” 
— Michael Batti  stone, MD

2004 ACR REF/Pharmacia Clinician 
Scholar Educator Award

2007/2006/2005 ACR REF/Abbott  
Medical Student Clinical 
Preceptorship Award 

2007 ACR REF/AMGEN/Wyeth 
Rheumatology Fellowship 
Training Award

2009 ACR REF/AMGEN/Wyeth 
Rheumatology Fellowship Training 
Award Preceptorship 
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