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DEAR COLLEAGUES:

Gary L. Bryant, MD 
Chair, RheumPAC

As RheumPAC closes its books for 2010, we finish 

the year with record setting numbers in both fundraising and 

disbursements.  With the continued support and commitment 

of the membership, RheumPAC raised $73,098,  over $8,000 

more than 2009.  This support allowed RheumPAC to contribute 

$57,000 to 33 congressional campaigns, providing access to  

key policymakers and enhancing the College’s presence on 

Capitol Hill.

With 2010 being a key election year, RheumPAC focused its 

efforts on supporting candidates who recognize the value of 

rheumatology and will fight to advance our issues. The $57,000 

in candidate contributions created more than 30 opportunities 

for ACR representatives to have one-on-one conversations with 

key policy makers on health care reform, the elimination of 

consultation codes and the importance of the rheumatology 

subspecialty. And with 91 percent of RheumPAC supported 

candidates winning their elections, we continue to build 

valuable relationships with those who will be making health 

policy decisions in the 112th Congress.

In an effort to gauge support for the ACR’s core issues, the 

RheumPAC committee developed a candidate questionnaire.   

The questionnaire contains a summary of issues impacting 

the rheumatology and physician community and requests 

the candidate’s positions.  The questionnaire was sent to all 

candidates running for Congress and provided valuable feedback 

to the committee when considering candidate contributions. 

The questionnaire also serves as an educational tool informing 

candidates of our legislative priorities.

RheumPAC continues to educate the membership on its role 

within the College’s advocacy efforts.  RheumPAC held the 

second annual RheumPAC raffle at the 2010 ACR/ARHP Annual 

Scientific Meeting in Atlanta which was successful in soliciting 

support and increasing knowledge amongst the membership.  

RheumPAC members were on hand to answer questions 

and discuss the progress RheumPAC is making on behalf of 

rheumatology professionals.  RheumPAC will continue to seek 

input from the membership and encourage ACR and ARHP 

members to nominate candidates for RheumPAC support.

I am proud of the progress we made in 2010 but there is plenty 

of room to grow. I look forward to working with the membership 

to continue the growth of RheumPAC, the College’s advocacy 

efforts and the advancement of rheumatology on Capitol Hill. 

2010 RheumPAC raffle winners 
Jennifer May, MD of Rapid 

City, SD (l) and Robert Lloyd, 
MD of Chevy Chase, MD (r)
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Congratulations to the Mercy Arthritis & Osteoporosis Center in Urbandale, IA for 100% 
RheumPAC Membership! All fourteen rheumatologists and rheumatology health professionals 

contributed to RheumPAC in 2010.  Members from the Mercy Arthritis & Osteoporosis Center (from 
left to right) Front row: Susan Jacobi, MD and Cory Pittman, MD  2nd row: Mary Radia, DO;  

Mark Burdt, DO; Kristin Harts, MD and Julie Jaksich, RN – office manager  3rd row: Alan Braun, MD;  
Eric Swenson, MD and Christopher Ronkar, MD  Back row: Lawrence Rettenmaier, MD; Steven Craig, MD; 

Michael Finan, MD and Joseph Gilg, MD  Not pictured Laurie Hugell, MSPA-C, MPH



What  i s  RheumPAC? 
RheumPAC is the ACR’s non-partisan political action 

committee that works specifically to support and  

elect pro-rheumatology candidates. It is the only  

PAC dedicated to rheumatology professionals. 

Who Receives Contributions? 
RheumPAC supports congressional candidates who have 
demonstrated their commitment to issues important to the 
rheumatology community. 

Why Does the ACR need RheumPAC? 
RheumPAC is an integral part of the ACR’s advocacy efforts in 
increasing knowledge of rheumatology related issues on Capitol 
Hill. RheumPAC creates opportunities to educate and develop 
relationships with members of Congress as well as support 
champions for our issues and our message. It is the financial  
vehicle through which ACR and ARHP members can collectively 
support congressional candidates who share our commitment  
to rheumatology. 

Why Should I Contribute?
Congress enacts health policies that impact your profession and 
your patients. RheumPAC provides opportunities for the College to 
educate key policymakers on the importance — and especially the 
value — of rheumatology.  ACR representatives use these one-on-
one meetings and small events to explain how early access to a 
rheumatologist improves outcomes and provides a better quality of 
life for rheumatology patients. The ACR’s legislative agenda can only 

be effective when legislators understand and fight for our issues.

How Can I Contribute? 

You can contribute at www.rheumatology.org/RheumPAC 
with a personal credit card.

Mail a personal check to:  
RheumPAC 
2200 Lake Boulevard NE 
Atlanta, GA 30319 

RheumPAC Membership Levels
$2,000-$5,000	 Leadership Circle

$1,000-$1,999	 Gold

$500-$999	 Silver

$250-$499	 Bronze

$25-$249	 Supporter

Disclaimer: You must be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident to contribute to 

RheumPAC. All contributions are voluntary and must be made using personal, 

non-corporate funds. RheumPAC contributions are not tax deductible. Federal law 

requires RheumPAC to collect and report the name, mailing address, occupation 

and employer of individual’s whose contribution exceeds $200 in a calendar year.
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Who Approves RheumPAC Contributions?
All contributions made to candidates are researched, 
discussed and voted on by the RheumPAC committee.

2010 RheumPAC COMMITTEE

Gary Bryant, MD (Chair)

Melvin Britton, MD (Vice-Chair)

Fred Dietz, MD (Treasurer)

Jim Engelbrecht, MD

Jo�seph Flood, MD (ACR Board of Directors 
Liaison) 

Ed� Herzig, MD (ACR Government Affairs 
Committee Liaison)

Lisa Imundo, MD

Jonathan Kay, MD

Deb McCloskey, RN, BSN

Who Receives RheumPAC Funds?
The committee uses one or all of the following criteria 
to determine RheumPAC support for a congressional 
candidate:

•  �The candidate supports rheumatology related issues. 

•  �The candidate holds a leadership position or key 
committee assignment. 

•  ��The candidate was recommended by an ACR or ARHP 
member.

RheumPAC Receipts & Disbursements

Karen Kolba, MD of Pismo Beach, 

CA and Representative Lois 

Capps (D-CA)

Representative Barney Frank  

(D-MA) and Jonathan Kay, MD  

of Worcester, MA
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RheumPAC supported the campaigns of the following candidates in 2010:

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Representative John Barrow (D-GA-12)		  $1000

Representative Shelley Berkley (D-NV-01)		  $2500

Representative Marsha Blackburn (R-TN-07)		  $1000

Representative Michael Burgess, MD (R-TX-26)		  $2500

Representative Dave Camp (R-MI-04)		  $1000

Representative Lois Capps (D-CA-23)		  $2000

Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT-03)		  $2500

Representative Anna Eshoo (D-CA-14)		  $2500

Representative Barney Frank (D-MA-04)		  $2500

Representative Charles Gonzalez (D-TX-20)		  $2500

Representative Jack Kingston (R-GA-01)		  $1000

Representative Sander Levin (D-MI-12)		  $2500

Representative Nita Lowey (D-NY-18)		  $1000

Representative Jim Matheson (D-UT-02)		  $1500 

Representative Joe Pitts (R-PA-16)		  $1000

Representative Mike Rogers (R-MI-08)		  $2000

Representative Mike Ross (D-AR-04)		  $2000

Representative Allyson Schwartz (D-PA-13)		  $1000

Representative Pete Sessions (R-TX-32)		  $1000

Representative John Shimkus (R-IL-19)		  $2000

Representative Lee Terry (R-NE-02)		  $1000

Representative Fred Upton (R-MI-06)		  $2500

Representative Ed Whitfield (R-KY-01)		  $2000

U.S. SENATE

Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA)		  $2500

Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA)		  $1000	

Senator Blanche Lincoln (D-AR)*		  $2500

Senator Harry Reid (D-NV)		  $1500

Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY)		  $2500

Senator Olympia Snowe (R-ME)		  $1500

Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR)		  $2000

Non-Incumbents
Andy Barr (R-KY-06)*		  $1000

Dan Seals (D-IL-10)*		  $1000

Rob Woodall (R-GA-7)		  $1000

*Did not win race
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Senator Harry Reid (D-NV) and 

Malin Prupas, MD of Reno, NV

Sharad Lakhanpal, MD and Stan 

Cohen, MD of Dallas, TX with 

Representative Pete Sessions 

(R-TX) (c).

5



Leadership Circle  
Joseph Flood, MD

Max Hamburger, MD

Jeffrey Lawson, MD

Sharon Stotsky, MD

Gold  
Erin Arnold, MD

Herbert Baraf, MD

David Borenstein, MD

Gary Bryant, MD

Fredrick Dietz, MD

Gerald Eisenberg, MD

Sherine Gabriel, MD, MSc

Edward Herzig, MD

Stuart Kassan, MD

Charles King, MD

Karen Kolba, MD

Timothy Laing, MD

Sharad Lakhanpal, MB, MD

Robert Levin, MD

Rodolfo Molina, MD

William Palmer, MD

Patrick Schuette, MD

Michael Schweitz, MD

Elizabeth Tindall, MD

Hayes Wilson, MD

Silver  
Angele Bourg, MD

Nilsa Cruz, BS

Paul Demarco, MD

Wendy Eider, MD

James Engelbrecht, MD

David Goddard, MD

Paul Goldfarb, MD

Jody Hargrove, MD

Betty Harmon, MD

Timothy Howard, DO

Joseph Huffstutter, MD

Arthur Huppert, MD

Kent Huston, MD

Howard Kenney, MD

Ami Kothari, MD

Alex Limanni, MD

C�armen Perez-Masuelli, MD

Mary Moran, MD

Allan Morton, DO

Eileen Moynihan, MD

Douglas Mund, MD

James O’Dell, MD

Richard Olson, MD

Steven Overman, MD, MPH

Meera Oza, MD

Jose Antonio Pando, MD

Deborah Power, DO

William St.Clair, MD

Terence Starz, MD

Richard Stern, MD

Don Stromquist, MD

Barry Waters, MD

Bronze  
H. Christopher Alexander, MD

William Arnold, MD

Neal Birnbaum, MD

Howard Blumstein, MD

Lois Bonetti, RN

Dennis Boulware, MD

Cathy Chapman, MD

Stanley Cohen, MD

John Cush, MD

David Daikh, MD, PhD

Chad Deal, MD

Frederick Delafield, MD

Sean Fahey, MD

Deborah Fehringer, MD

Roy Fleischmann, MD

David Fox, MD

Edward Fudman, MD

Timothy Gensler, MD

Charles Geringer, MD

William Harvey, MD

Howard Hauptman, MD

Gloria Higgins, PhD, MD

Jonathan Kay, MD

Salahuddin Kazi, MD

Ronald Krauser, MD

Amye Leong, MBA

Robert Lloyd, MD

Joseph Markenson, MD

Eric Matteson, MD

Jennifer May, MD

Daksha Mehta, MD

Gwenesta Melton, MD

Linda Merritt, RMM

Matthew Mundwiler, MD

Amanda Myers, MD

Audrey Nelson, MD

Kathleen Price, MD

H. Malin Prupas, MD

William Rigby, MD

Blake Roessler, MD

Kenneth Saag, MD, MSc

Christy Sandborg, MD

Laurie Savage, BS

Brian Sayers, MD

Raymond Scalettar, MD, DSc

Yvonne Sherrer, MD

Marius Teodorescu, MD, PhD

Arnaldo Torres, MD

Audrey Uknis, MD

Cynthia Weaver, MD

Steven Wees, MD

Joseph Weiss, MD

Pendleton Wickersham, MD

Supporter  
Abby Abelson, MD

Edward Allegra, MD

Lee Anderson, RN, BSN

Dan Applerouth, MD

Patricia Arangie, MSN, PhD

Kirsten Bacani, MD

Chris Benson, MD

Gerson Bernhard, MD

Michael Blakeley, MD

Paul Borgmeier, MD

Brian Bowers, DO

Alan Braun, MD

Mark Burdt, DO

Beata Cieslak-Skowronska, MD

Steven Cohen, MD

Robert Colbert, MD, PhD

Steven Craig, MD

Richard Danehower, MD

CONTRIBUTORS

Joseph Flood, MD of  

Columbus, OH Max Hamburger, MD of 

Smithtown, NY

Jeffrey Lawson, MD of  

Greenville, SC

Sharon Stotsky, MD of 

Wilmington, MA
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Supporter cont.
Linda Davis, PA-C, MHS

Peter Deane, MD

Pamela Degotardi, PhD

Alfred Denio, MD

Deborah Desir, MD

Yoel Drucker, MD

Colin Edgerton, MD

Rita Egan, MD, PhD

Linda Ehrlich-Jones, PhD, RN

Elana Eisner, MD

Peter Embi, MD

Alan Epstein, MD

Floranne Ernste, MD

Faiza Estrup, PhD, MD

D�imitrios Fanopoulos, MD, MPH

Martin Farber,MD, PhD

Michael Finan, MD

Richard Furie, MD

Harry Gewanter, MD

Jill Gibson, MD

Joseph Gilg, MD

Joyce Goggins, MPH

John Goldman, MD

Richard Gordon, MD

Robert Haladay, MD

Kristin Harts, MD

U�mbreen Hasan, MD

Michael Henrickson, MD, MPH

Raphael Hirsch, MD

Susan Hoch, MD

Christine Hom, MD

Raymond Hong, MD, MBA

Robin Hovis, MD

Steven Hugenberg, MD

Laurie Hughell, PA-C, MPH

Lisa Imundo, MD

Susan Jacobi, MD

Julianne Jaksich, RN

Nadine James, RN, MSN, PhD

Thomas Johnson, MD

Courtney Johnson, MD

Karla Jones, RN, MS, CPNP

Jeffrey Jundt, MD

Robert Kalish, MD

Roy Kaplan, MD

Vijay Karia, MD

Ernest Katler, MD

Irene Kazmers, MD

Kevin Kempf, MD

Peter Kent, MD

Karen Kerr, MSN, NP, CPNP, PNP

Julie Keysor, PhD, PT

Raphael Kieval, MD

Kimberly Kimpton, PT

Alan Kivitz, MD

Steven Klein, MD

Michael Knee, MD

George Kunkel, MD

Victor Labbate, MD

Fernando Larach, MD, MBA

Joseph Laukaitis, MD

Herbert Lindsley, MD

Kristine Lohr, MD, MS

Tracey Lovell, MD

Edmund J MacLaughlin, MD

David Mandel, MD

Adahli Massey, MD

Gale McCarty, MD

Deborah McCloskey, RN, BSN

Gerald Miley, MD

Donald Miller, MD

Kenneth Miller ,MD

Linda Miranda, RN, BSN

Chris Morris, MD

Yuri Nakasato, MD, MBA

Kamala Nola, PharmD, MS

Stuart Novack, MD

Claudia Ogden, RN

Amanda Ombrello, MD

Michael Ombrello, MD

Jitendra Patel, MD, FRCPC

Cory Pittman, MD

Carlos Plata, MD

Charles Pritchard, MD

Mary Radia, DO

R�osalind Ramsey-Goldman, MD

Laura Ray, MA, MLS

Annelle Reed MSN, CRNP

Lawrence Rettenmaier MD

Tracey Robinson MD

Paul Romain MD

Sue Romanick MD

Christopher Ronkar MD

T�erence Rooney, MB, BCh, MRCP

Antony Rosen, MD

Gerald Rosenberg, MD

Delfin Santos, MD

Elizabeth Schlenk, PhD, RN

Jeremy Schue, MD

David Seaman, MD

Deborah Shapiro, MD

Rebecca Shepherd, MD

Arielle Silver, MD

Michael Spiegel, MD

Melody St John, MD

Michael Sugarman, MD

Erik Swenson, MD

Bobo Tanner, MD

Marvin Thomas, MD

Jennifer Trizuto, MPT

James Udell, MD

Katherine Upchurch, MD

Peter Valen, MD

Marjorie Van de Stouwe, MD

Jack Vine, MD

Joan Von Felt, MD, MSeD

Carol Wallace, MD

Emmerson Ward, MD

Robert Warren, MD, PhD, MPH

Arthur Weinstein, MD

Barton Wise, MD

Angus Worthing, MD

Robert Yood, MD

Raymond Yung, MD
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N�ancy Eisenberger, BSN, MSN, FNP

How Many Members Have 
Joined in Your State? 



2200 Lake Boulevard NE
Atlanta, GA 30319
Telephone: (404) 633-3777
Toll-free: (800) 346-4753
Fax: (404) 633-1870
E-mail: rheumpac@rheumatology.org
www.rheumatology.org/rheumpac


